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Press Release
SAVANNA TO DECIDE ON HISTORIC 3D PRINTED SCHOOL ON
TUESDAY
August 25th, Savanna Voters to Decide on New Elementary School!

August 20, 2026

Savanna School administrators, community legends, and Oklahoma Representatives are touting the
revolutionary 3D Printing technology building proposal set to go before voters on August 25.

“I just hope and pray that people understand, because we need it bad… the kids need it bad,” said Joe
Brown of the proposal

Joe Brown is well known to Savanna residents as a cornerstone of the Savanna community. He coached at the
school for 19 years before retiring from coaching in 1986, and later transitioning into administration as both the
school's principal and superintendent. His enduring legacy is so profound that the school's basketball court
bears his signature, and the Bulldogs' athletic jerseys feature his signature embroidered on the back.

The revamped Bond Proposal focuses on building new elementary classrooms and enhancing academic
opportunities while preparing the district to meet the needs of today’s learners and tomorrow’s graduates. And
even adds air-conditioning to the School’s Gymnasium for the first time ever.

“This one will give us more space, classrooms, offices and bathrooms, and comes in at less money” said
Savanna Public Schools Superintendent Adam Newman.

“it’s been a long time coming and way overdue to make our community and patrons more comfortable
and safe.”

He says that the district is dedicated to providing safe, innovative, and supportive learning environments for all
students. “The designs include storm shelters that will be accessible to students and the public during school
hours as well as to the community after-hours” Newman said.

“We’ve been working with the Police Department on having officers authorized to open the school after hours
in the event of a tornado or inclement weather.”

The proposal comes on the heels of multiple professionals opinions that the existing structure poses an actual
threat to future Savanna students.
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“In our professional opinion based on our observations the structure of the existing building has
exceeded its design life span” said Nathan Cole Professional and Structural Engineer with Connect
Structural Engineering.

“The degradation is severe and the necessary structural repairs will involve significant demolition and
reconstruction. due to the age of the facility it should be expected to continue to rapidly decline creating
ongoing structural issues as well as issues related to occupant comfort, convenience, serviceability and
aesthetics.”

State of Oklahoma 93rd House District Representative Mickey Dollens, a legislative proponent of 3D Printing
technology says that not only is the technology the wave of the future, but that “both FEMA and Emergency
Responders are starting to use it.”

“We did a study on it and brought in Oklahoma State University” he said.

“OSU has their own proprietary plans for building barns and other Agricultural buildings. We’ve
worked with engineers that have built homes that can withstand F4 tornados.”

Dr. Tyler Ley with Oklahoma State University Engineering and Technology, who had been part of the study,
describes it as “great technology that is going to help a ton of people.” He touts labor savings, faster delivery
and less waste as only part of the benefits that 3D printing offers.

According to Lee Simon Business Development representative Brady Deaton the proposal would represent the
first 3D printed school in the United States, as well as adding more rooms, space and a higher strength rating
than the first proposal.

“The entire school will be hurricane rated with 3 classrooms and bathroom area being engineered even
stronger wind speeds” he said adding that the latter will be able to hold up to 400 students and staff.”

Savanna School Board Member Lee Skinner says that while voters rejected the initial bond proposal, the
experience left everyone dedicated to finding a better way to move the school forward.

“We’ve already opened everyone’s eyes as to how bad a shape the elementary school is in, so now we are
saying “here’s another option” he said.

Lee Simon’s 3D printing of buildings is a revolutionary building technique that is dramatically cheaper than
traditional building methods, is much more energy efficient, as well as being much stronger and lasting longer
than traditional builds.

Dollens, whose district includes Oklahoma City, says that the process won’t displace construction jobs.

“There’s still a demand for traditional build housing, as roofs are still being built with traditional
lumber” he said. “3D can make it very accessible for electricians to pull wires or plumbers to access
pipes. When it comes to innovative housing solutions it’s interesting to see the competition in the market
and which will prevail. I’m very proud to be a part of this.”

For more information on the bond and the schools needs go to: http://savanna.jesites.com/
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That future is on the ballot August 25! Voters can vote at 1609 N Strong Blvd Ste 200, McAlester, OK
74501 or at their traditional polling locations.
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For further information or to request interviews:

Savanna Public Schools
Adam Newman, Superintendent

Email: anewman@savanna.k12.ok.us
Cell Phone: 918-424-1128

Lee Skinner, Board Vice President
Email: leeskinner84@gmail.com

Cell Phone: 918-264-3977

Lee Simon Design
Brady Deaton, Business Development

Email: bradydeaton@hotmail.com
Cell Phone: 918-833-1265

Representative Mickey Dollens
Email: mickey.dollens@okhouse.gov

Phone: (405) 557-7371

Bond details and more information about this project:
http://savanna.jesites.com/

Design overview video:
https://youtu.be/NwgDnZPROvI?si=bnmrHuRHKQYhM1og
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